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	Educator Tips:

5 Tips for a Greener Classroom

Many families across the world are doing their part to live greener, more sustainable lifestyles, and many teachers are looking for ways to bring the every-day environmentalism they practice in their household to the classroom.

Schools inherently create a lot of waste, from papers, pencils, pens, art supplies, science supplies – the list goes on, and much of this waste can be significantly reduced through some simple green practices.  

Not only will leading a greener classroom be good for the environment, but it will help reinforce a way of thinking in students that will stay with them throughout their adult lives. 

Tip #1: Make your own cleaning kit

There are lots of messy situations at schools, especially in younger grades.  Cleaning chemicals are highly toxic and not environmentally friendly.  Why not try an alternative: many household products can do a great job of cleaning messy patches in your classroom.  They’re inexpensive, and most importantly they’re environmentally friendly!

Some common household items you can use for a cleaner classroom: 

· Baking Soda: A jack-of-all trades.  It cleans, deodorizes, softens water, and scours.

· Lemon: Lemon is a very strong food acid, and is very effective in killing bacteria.  

· White Vinegar: Another great household item, white vinegar can cut through grease, remove mildew, odors and even remove stains.

· Cornstarch: Cornstarch isn’t the first item you’d think of for cleaning, but it can be used to clean windows, polish furniture, and even shampoo carpets and rugs.

Tip #2: Change your supplies to be more green-friendly

There are a number of common classroom supplies that can easily be converted to more green-friendly alternatives.  Some great environmentally sound supplies include:

· Acid-free glue sticks: Getting rid of the acid makes these glue sticks much healthier for the environment. They’re also less messy, which means less cleaning!

· Water-based paints: Instead of toxic paints, water-based paints are a great substitute for an art project.

· Rechargeable batteries: Lots of items around the classroom need batteries, so why not use rechargeables – you’ll get more use from them, and it will keep them out of the landfill site longer.

· Recycled notebooks: If your budget can allow it, why not try using recycled notebooks this year.

Tip #3: Use both sides of the paper

A lot of the paper that goes through a school in a month can’t be helped, but there are steps that can be taken to use that paper more effectively.  Students can use both sides of their notebook paper to maximize its life.  Handouts should always be double sided – as an added benefit, double sided paper takes up less space as well!

With these handy tips, you’ll be leading a greener classroom in no time, and your students will take that learning with them throughout their lives.

For more interesting articles on how to create a greener classroom, please visit the below links:

Article One:

http://k6educators.about.com/od/classroomorganization/a/greenclassroom.htm Contains great additional tips for a greener classroom.

Article Two:

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/recycling/resource/58334.html 

Here is a list of green-friendly classroom tips designed to save money.

Article Three:

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3749330 

First-hand accounts of how teachers turned their classrooms green.
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